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A BRIEF REPORT ON ONION PRODUCTION AND AVAILABILITY IN THE
COUNTRY

1. RABI ONION:
The rabi onion is being produced in almost all the states of the country but the major
producing states are Maharashtra, Gujarat, M.P., Odisha, Bihar, Rajasthan, Karnataka etc.
The harvesting of rabi onion commences from April till end of May or the 1st week of June in
different states. The total production of onion during the year 2014-15 is estimated at around
189.24 MT in the 2nd advance estimates. Out of this, 60% produce which comes in rabi
season is partly used for domestic consumption as well as storage for further consumption in
different parts of the country from June till November along with the fresh produce of early
kharif and kharif onion.

The major onion storing states are Maharashtra, Gujarat, M.P., Rajasthan and Bihar. The
NHRDF has conducted a survey of quality and availability of rabi onion produce in different
states and noted that due to the unseasonal rains during harvesting and even after
harvesting, partly the onions got soaked in rains, therefore, not recommended for a longer
period of storage. The rain soaked onion bulbs have also got infected with the bacterial rot
disease which will slowly and slowly cause rotting from inner scale to outer scale and after a
period of one month or so, the entire bulbs will get rotting causing loss to the growers. We
have again surveyed the major markets of Lasalgaon, Pimpalgaon in Nashik, Pune and other
markets of Maharashtra and noted that the onion bulbs which are being brought in the
markets by the farmers are rain soaked and affected with the above said disease hence
cannot be transported to a longer distance and also cannot be stored for a longer period.
Therefore, we have noted a wide gap between the minimum and maximum sale prices and
also in modal price in different major onion markets of Maharashtra state. At present, the
market prices are ranging from Rs.500/- to Rs.1800/- per qtl. with the modal rate of Rs.1000/-
to Rs.1100/- per qtl. It shows that only small quantity of good quality onion is coming in the
market which is fetching higher rate for the growers. About 90% of the produce coming in the
market is having mixed quality i.e. good and rain soaked and accordingly the rates are being
fixed by the purchasers.

As per the NHRDF’s estimate, around 40 lakh MT onions have been stored in the current
season by the farmers as well as traders which are almost as per the last year but the quality
of the onion is mixed / rain soaked as well as good. Around 12-15 lakh MT onions are
required per month for consumption in the country.

2. KHARIF ONION:
The NHRDF has taken views of the kharif onion growers in different parts of the country
through its different centers and noted that the area under kharif onion is going to be more in
the current kharif season in comparison to the last year i.e. around 2.75 lakh ha in different
parts of the country and the production is going to be more than 30 lakh MT subject to
normal monsoon condition. The transplanting of onion seedlings for early kharif onion is
started in Kurnool area of A.P. and also Tirpur, Coimbatore, Erode and Tirunelveli areas of
Tamilnadu. The area under early kharif is ranging from 4000 to 5000 ha in the country. The
harvesting of early kharif onion expected to start by end of July and will be continued till
September.


